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ABOUT THE CHOIR

INTO THE LIGHT

For over 50 years, the Vancouver Chamber
Choir has been thrilling audiences across Canada and
around the world with exceptional live performances
and recordings. A flagship choral organization ranking
with a handful of North America’s best professional
choruses, the choir has been a leading contributor
to the choral landscape in education and outreach,
commissions and premieres, choral professionalism
and artistic excellence in the choral arts.

I love choral music. I love the physical experience
of human voices joining in harmony. After all these years,
I am still moved by a perfect chord, a beautifully shaped
phrase, by the emotions expressed in a single note. The
historical depth of choral repertoire and the breadth and
diversity of the music of our time is at once grounding
and exciting to me. All these musical styles, all these
traditions and all these wonderful languages tie me firmly
to the world and to humankind. A performance might
only last minutes, but the music stays with me.
This is the light I want to share with you. Come and join
us for our 2022/23 season full of uplifting, fulfilling and
surprising experiences!
KARI TURUNEN,
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Artistic Director Kari Turunen began leading the
Vancouver Chamber Choir in September 2019, its
49th concert season. Since its formation in 1971 by
Founder and Conductor Emeritus Jon Washburn,
the choir has produced almost 40 studio recordings
and is included on a dozen more compilations,
two of which have been nominated for JUNO
awards. Honoured with the Margaret Hillis Award
for Choral Excellence by Chorus America, the choir
has performed countless concerts and broadcasts
across Europe, Asia and North America.
Foremost supporters of Canadian music, the choir is
responsible for commissions and premieres of over
400 choral works by 150 composers and arrangers,
most of whom are Canadian. Over the years the
choir has sung over 4,000 performances of works
by Canadian composers, in addition to an extensive
international repertoire.
The choir’s award-winning educational and outreach
programs include interactive workshops for
advanced choral conductors and choral composers,
a professional development program for student
singers, masterclasses at schools, and many other
workshops and residencies on tour and at home.

Friday
Oct 14, 2022
7:30 pm

St. James
Community Square
3214 W 10th Ave

The flow of time cannot be altered, but music
can bend it. TIME BENDS features themes of curiosity
and meaning, loss and belonging, the old and the new.
This concert features the world premiere of Vancouver
composer Peter Hannan’s commission Runs Deep,
Bends Time, for choir and electronics, exploring the
cycles of our existence as individuals and as members
of the human species, both in the present and in our
recent past. His work also quotes the Requiem by
Renaissance composer Tomás Luis de Victoria, which is
the companion piece on the program.
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We are riding a wave of joy as we begin the season
with songs of the sea. The music embodies all the experiences
of being on the water: the turbulent storms, the blissful calms,
the ebb and flow of life. The sounds of the sea combined with
the glistening and undulating textures of the organ, performed
by guest artist and composer Stephen Smith, trigger a sense
of togetherness as we reach the calm after the storm. This
program features classic works by Byrd, Schütz and J.S.
Bach as well as exciting contemporary choral music,
including a work by our composer-in-residence for the
season, Matthew Whittall. Come experience the waves of
sounds and textures washing over you at SEA PSALM.
Friday
Sep 23, 2022
7:30 pm

Pacific Spirit
United Church
2195 W 45th Ave

Guest Artist:
Stephen Smith
Organ

TIME
BENDS

Sunday
Nov 27, 2022
2:30 pm

Vancouver is known for its exceptional choral
ensembles. The Vancouver Chamber Choir is proud to
host A CHORAL FEAST, a pop-up one-day festival of
Vancouver’s superb smaller vocal ensembles: Laudate
Singers, musica intima, Phoenix Chamber Choir,
Vancouver Cantata Singers and the Vancouver Youth
Choir. Come enjoy a tasting menu of choral music in
a friendly atmosphere of inclusion and collaboration
— with a glorious grand finale not to be missed.
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CECILIA commemorates the November Feast Day
of St. Cecilia, the patron saint of music, with works by women
including three contemporary Cecilias: Cecilia Livingston,
Cecilia Damström and Cecilia McDowall. Also featured is
Gaelic Hymns, a gem by Ina Boyle, an underrepresented Irish
composer of the 20th century. Benjamin Britten’s Hymn to
St. Cecilia rounds out the celebration.

Friday
Nov 4, 2022
7:30 pm

Pacific Spirit
United Church
2195 W 45th Ave

Orpheum
Theatre
601 Smithe St
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A
CHORAL

FEAST

Friday
Jan 20, 2023
6 pm & 8 pm

Journey to another world for a fully immersive
audio-visual experience, a one-of-a-kind choral
presentation, UNDER THE NORTH STAR. Join us at the
H.R. MacMillan Space Centre and watch as the planets,
meteor showers, galaxies, and other astronomical
wonders transport us across the universe. Repertoire
includes works by Latvian composer Ēriks Ešenvalds,
Franco-Ontarian composer Marie-Claire Saindon and
Winnipeg-based composer of Cree descent, Andrew
Balfour. Revel in a full sensory experience at UNDER
THE NORTH STAR.

CHRISTMAS
BY
CANDLELIGHT
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Experience an evening of peace, beauty and tranquility
at CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT. Amid the warm glow of
candlelight, the Vancouver Chamber Choir will present works
by composers John Tavener, Giovanni Gabrieli and Matthew
Whittall, our composer-in-residence for the season. Unplug
from the whirlwind of the holidays and join us for an evening
of magical Christmas ambiance.

Friday
Dec 16, 2022
6:30 pm & 8:30 pm

Pacific Spirit
United Church
2195 W 45th Ave

H.R. MacMillan
Space Centre
1100 Chestnut St
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Saturday
Mar 11, 2023
7:30 pm

THE
BAROQUE
AFFECT

Chan Centre for
the Performing Arts
6265 Crescent Rd

Guest Artist:
Dr. Rollo
Dilworth

JUBILEE is a celebration of Afrocentric
choral classics and contemporary works,
including music by Canadian composer
Nathaniel Dett as well as arrangements by
guest conductor Rollo Dilworth. Dr. Dilworth,
currently National Board Chair of Chorus America,
is an internationally renowned choral conductor,
clinician and composer with more than 150 original
compositions and arrangements to his name. The
Vancouver Chamber Choir will also be joined on stage
by students from our Focus choir, adding to the
jubilant atmosphere of this unique event.
Join us for the JUBILEE.
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Friday
Feb 10, 2023
7:30 pm

Pacific Spirit
United Church
2195 W 45th Ave

Guest Artist:
Christina Hutten
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THE BAROQUE AFFECT connects the timeless works
of the Baroque era to the choral conductors of today and
tomorrow at this season’s Conductors’ Symposium showcase.
Dr. Kari Turunen, an early music specialist, will facilitate
advanced training in choral and Baroque performance practice
to selected conductors in an intensive week of rehearsals
and masterclasses. This year, the Symposium also features
Christina Hutten as organist and guest instructor.
Come cheer on the skills, talents and musical
personalities of the next generation of choral
conductors at THE BAROQUE AFFECT.
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Friday
May 12, 2023
7:30 pm

Pacific Spirit
United Church
2195 W 45th Ave

North meets North at REFLECTIONS. We close
the season in Vancouver and embark on our Northern
European tour with a program that transcends the
geographic and musical borders between Nordic lands.
The northern identity is evident in works by composers
both from Canada and the Nordic countries, including
a commission by our composer-in-residence Matthew
Whittall. We invite you to explore the musical
landscape of our shared REFLECTIONS.
PRO G RA M
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We are thrilled to return to the Orpheum for
SPRINGTIME with internationally acclaimed pianist Jane Coop.
In the spirit of rejuvenation, the program features three new
works: π by Swedish composer Jacob Mühlrad, commissioned
by the Vancouver Chamber Choir, Blake’s “Seasons” by
Colin Eatock, and a work by Iman Habibi which was jointly
commissioned by Jane Coop and the choir. Also featured
on the program is music by Lili Boulanger, Ramona
Luengen, Alex Freeman and Joseph Haydn. Join us as
we celebrate the return of blossoms, sunlight and the
many joys of Vancouver in SPRINGTIME.

Sunday
Apr 2, 2023
2:30 pm

Orpheum
Theatre
601 Smithe St

Guest Artist:
Jane Coop
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COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE

EDUCATION AND
OUTREACH 2022/23

The Vancouver Chamber Choir
is devoted to mentoring and
encouraging new talent and is a
leader in educational initiatives
and community outreach programs.
These activities provide a critical
link with today’s youth, foster an
appreciation of choral music and
contribute and encourage the growth
and innovation of the choral arts
in Canada.
ONSITE (September 2022-May 2023)

MATTHEW
WHITTALL
Our composer-in-residence for the 2022/23 season is
Canadian-Finnish composer Matthew Whittall (b. 1975). I have
been aware of Matthew and his music ever since he settled
in Helsinki in 2001. Matthew is a fairly rare bird amongst
academic composers (he completed his doctorate in Helsinki
in 2013) — he is passionate about choral music and sings in an
excellent choir himself. We gradually got to know each other
better and I have been enthusiastic about his choral music for
a long time. It has been a delight to follow Matthew’s progress;
his music has gradually achieved the national acclaim it
thoroughly deserves and during the last five years his music
has been heard internationally to an increasing extent. For me,
it is a great delight to present this composer as something of
a novelty in his native Canada.
Matthew’s music is, as he himself puts it, “marked
by an attempt to fuse its various disparate influences —
Old and New World, Western and non-Western, sacred and
secular, classical, folk and popular — into a single, variegated
expressive language”. Put somewhat more plainly, Matthew
Whittall’s choral music is an idiosyncratic combination of
tradition and innovation. Always accessible to audiences and
performers and very often strongly focused on the poems
he sets, Matthew’s voice is one that is definitely worth even
broader recognition in Canada.
For more information about Matthew
please visit www.mwhittall.com
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OnSite offers a unique behindthe-scenes learning opportunity to
elementary and secondary students
in the Lower Mainland who are
invited to attend a rehearsal, to
interact with Kari Turunen and the
singers, and then to attend the
corresponding concert. This year
members of the choir will also be
available to travel to schools to
coach, mentor and inspire young
singers in their own choral learning
environment, on a limited basis.
Thanks to the generous support
of our program patrons, OnSite is
free of charge to all participating
students and teachers.
CONDUCTORS’ SYMPOSIUM
(February 5-10, 2023)
The Conductors’ Symposium
provides advanced training in choral
conducting from Master Conductor
Kari Turunen to university, school,
church and community choir
directors from around the world. Six
participants will be given significant
time over a full week to conduct the
choir in rehearsal, with emphasis
given to score interpretation as well
as choral techniques and gestures.
This year’s focus will be music of the
Baroque, with guest instructor and
early keyboards specialist, Christina
Hutten. The week culminates with a
concert performance on February 10,
2023: THE BAROQUE AFFECT.

INTERPLAY
(October 19, 2022 and May 17, 2023)
Interplay is an interactive workshop
for Canadian composers who write
for chorus: it provides them with
the opportunity to workshop their
in-progress or recently completed
choral works with Kari and the
choir. The conductor, singers, and
composer may dialogue about
musical and technical features,
textures, colours, notation, and many
other aspects of successful choral
writing. Each workshop is closely
tailored to the needs and interests
of the individual composer. There
is no charge to composers for the
workshops, thanks to the generous
support of the SOCAN Foundation
and other supporters of our
educational programs.
FOCUS (March 8-11, 2023)
Focus is a brief but intensive
introduction to the world of
professional choral singing for
post-secondary students in music
departments across the Lower
Mainland who are nominated by
their school’s choral conductor.
The selected students will rehearse
with the professional singers of the
Vancouver Chamber Choir under
the direction of Guest Conductor
Rollo Dilworth, an internationally
renowned choral conductor, clinician
and composer, and will perform at
JUBILEE, a celebration of Afrocentric
choral classics and contemporary
works on March 11 at the Chan
Centre for the Performing Arts.

For more information, please visit
www.vancouverchamberchoir.com/
outreach

THE VANCOUVER CHAMBER CHOIR
WISHES TO ACKNOWLEDGE
THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF
THE FOLLOWING:

GOVER NMENT

EXPERIENCE
OUR CONCERTS
AT HOME
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FOU ND A TI ONS

Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation
Chan Sisters Foundation
Chris Spencer Foundation
The Christopher Foundation
The Diamond Foundation
F.K. Morrow Foundation
The Hamber Foundation
Heathcliff Foundation
Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation
Mary & Gordon Christopher Foundation
McLean Foundation
McGrane-Pearson Endowment Fund
RBC Foundation
Seedlings Foundation
SOCAN Foundation
Tong & Geraldine Louie Family Foundation

Visit video.vancouverchamberchoir.com
to purchase access to concert videos from the
20/21 and 21/22 seasons. You’ll also find plenty
of free content including educational videos,
interviews, pre-concert talks and more!

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

Please select Option A or B

THE WHOLE SONGBOOK / all 10 concerts
at a 25% discount off the regular price

OPTION A
CONCERTS

Adult No.

Sr/St No.

All 10

$310

$270

Please choose one:

Dates

Times

CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT

Dec. 16

6:30pm

8:30pm

UNDER THE NORTH STAR

Jan. 20

6:00pm

8:00pm

CHOOSE 4 OR MORE CONCERTS / a flexible
package at a 15% discount off the regular price

OPTION B
CONCERTS

Date

Time

Adult No.

Sr/St No.

SEA PSALM

Sep. 23

7:30pm

$30

$25

TIME BENDS

Oct. 14

7:30pm

$30

$25

CECILIA

Nov. 4

7:30pm

$30

$25

A CHORAL FEAST

Nov. 27

2:30pm

$46

$40

CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT Dec. 16

6:30pm

$30

$25

8:30pm

$30

$25

6:00pm

$30

$25

8:00pm

$30

$25

UNDER THE NORTH STAR

Jan. 20

THE BAROQUE AFFECT

Feb. 10

7:30pm

$30

$25

JUBILEE

Mar. 11

7:30pm

$46

$40

SPRINGTIME

Apr. 2

2:30pm

$46

$40

REFLECTIONS

May 12

7:30pm

$30

$25

Subscription subtotal
Please include a tax-deductible donation of
TOTAL AMOUNT
CONTACT INFORMATION + SEATING PREFERENCE(S)

First Name

Last Name

Street Address
City

Province

Phone number
Method of Payment:

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR ORDER:

Postal Code
Email

Cheque

Card Number

Credit Card
Expiry Date

CVC

Please indicate your general seating preferences for the following venues:
Orpheum Theatre
Chan Centre for the Performing Arts
Do you require accessible seating?

mail: detach the completed form and mail to:
Vancouver Chamber Choir
1254 West 7th Avenue
Vancouver, BC V6H 1B6
email: scan the completed form
or send the information to:
info@vancouverchamberchoir.com
phone: (604) 738-6822

