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David Lang manifesto

David Lang is a highly esteemed and frequently performed American composer. His works have been performed around the world in 
most important concert venues. He has been awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Music, an Academy Award, a Golden Globe, the Rome Prize, 
Le Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres, and was Musical America’s 2013 Composer of the Year. Lang’s tenure as Carnegie Hall’s 2013–2014 
Richard and Barbara Debs Composer’s Chair saw his critically acclaimed festival collected stories showcase diff erent modes of storytelling 
in music. In addition to his work as a composer, Lang is Artist in Residence at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey, 
and is a Professor of Composition at the Yale School of Music. Lang is co-founder and co-artistic director of New York’s legendary music 
collective Bang on a Can.        

Lang gives us this note about manifesto – a 2015 piece for men’s voices: “manifesto was commissioned by Cantus Vocal Ensemble for a 
concert about love. It is a subject I am very curious about, and, as I so oft en do, I went to the internet to fi nd out more. In the hopes of 
fi nding the essential qualities of a loving relationship, I ended up searching for things that people say they look for in a romantic partner. 
I searched the phrase ‘I want to be with someone who...’ and then assembled the text out of the auto-completions. Not all of them – not 
the ones that were insulting to other people or were pornographic, or were unique to a certain culture or nationality or religion. I really 
only wanted to fi nd the answers that seemed most universal. I was hoping to imagine a larger community of people, all actively in search 
of love, listing the characteristics of lovers they could believe in. And because it ended up reading like a statement of belief I called it 
manifesto.”

I want to be with someone
who won’t get tired of me
who wants to be with me for who I am 
who will never leave me

I want to be with someone
who is actually afraid to lose me
who values open communication
who really knows me

I want to be with someone
who cares about me, supports me, encourages me
who makes my heart jump when I hear their key in the door
who wants to be with me

who is exactly what I’ve said I always wanted
who accepts me for who I am

who I fi nd so interesting and exciting and understands
my thinking
who’s going to be healthy for the long haul
who is smarter than that, with more depth and more soul
who feels the same way
who won’t clip my wings

who laughs at my jokes
who won’t leave
who likes to have fun
who will want to be with me
who is very comfortable
who respects all the other aspects of me
who gets me
who can see a future with me
who is comfortable
who wants to work

I want to be with someone
who matches me
who teaches me
who wants to be

words and music by David Lang
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John Tavener Village Wedding

In his youth English composer John Tavener was somewhat 
of an “enfant terrible”, producing avant garde works like the 
rambunctious cantata The Whale. But in 1977, Tavener joined 
the Russian Orthodox Church; in the next three decades he 
produced a steady stream of transcendent religious compositions. 
He has expressed his artistic goal in these words: “In everything 
I do, I aspire to the sacred... music is a form of prayer, a mystery.” 
He provides the following thoughts about this piece composed 
in 1992: “Village Wedding is a series of musical and verbal 
images, describing a village wedding in Greece. My insertion 
of Isaiah’s Dance (the moment in the Orthodox ceremony when 
the couple are three times led solemnly around the Holy Table 
by the Celebrant), and the whole tone of Sikelianos’ poetry, 
however, shows that everything in the natural and visible world, 
when rightly perceived, is an expression of a supernatural and 
invisible order of reality. The somewhat sober character of the 
music, also, hints at the later poems of Sikelianos, where myth 
becomes the agency for uniting his subjective and narrative 
voices into a sublime tragic vision.” It was written for the Vale 
of Glamorgan Festival, where it was premiered by the Hilliard 
Ensemble.

To my beloved, who breaks my heart.
 (The recurring refrain: 
 O Isaiah, dance for joy, for the Virgin is with child.)

Do you listen within your veil, silent, God-quickened heart?
O depth and stillness of Virginity! Follow your man.
 (Let them throw white rice like a spring shower.)

Like a spring cloud let her now tenderly spread her bridal veil.
 (O the peace of the bridal dawn.)
 (And he listens.)
And, as in front of a fount of crystal water,
Let the girls pass in front of the bride,
Observing her look from the corner of their eyes,
As though balancing pitchers on their heads.

O, like Leto giving birth to Apollo, 
 (Do you listen within your veil?)
When, standing, her hands slight and pale,
 (Let them throw white rice)
She clasped the ethereal palm tree on Delos....
 (Like a spring cloud)

May you – her mystical image...
 (O the peace of the bridal dawn.)
Held by your husband’s strong heart,
 (And he listens.)
Bring into the world with a single cry your child 
as the Poet brings forth his creation.

Text from Village Wedding by Angelos Sikelianos, 
translated from the Greek by Philip Sherrard and Edmund Keeley, 

and from the Orthodox Wedding Service.

Eric Whitacre A Boy and a Girl

American composer, conductor and lecturer Eric Whitacre 
quickly became one of the most popular composers of his 
generation. His first experiences singing in college choir changed 
the course of his life. He completed his first composition Go, 
Lovely Rose, at the age of 21 and subsequently went on to earn 
a Master’s degree at the Juilliard School in New York, studying 
with composer John Corigliano. Since then many of Whitacre’s 
works have entered the standard choral and symphonic 
repertories and garnered numerous awards. He speaks of this 
piece: “A Boy and a Girl is such a tender, delicate, exquisite 
poem; I simply tried to quiet myself as much as possible and 
find the music hidden within the words. I’m often asked which 
of my compositions is my favorite. I don’t really have one that I 
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love more than the others, but I do feel that the four measures 
that musically paint the text ‘never kissing’ may be the truest 
notes I’ve ever written.”

Stretched out on the grass
a boy and a girl.
Savoring their oranges,
giving their kisses like waves exchanging foam.

Stretched out on the beach,
a boy and a girl.
Savoring their limes,
giving their kisses like clouds exchanging foam.

Stretched out underground,
a boy and a girl.
Saying nothing, never kissing,
giving silence for silence.

Jennifer Higdon A Quiet Moment

Jennifer Higdon is an acclaimed American composer, a major 
figure in contemporary classical music, having received 
a Pulitzer Prize for her Violin Concerto and two Grammy 
Awards for her Percussion Concerto and Viola Concerto. Most 
recently, she received the Nemmers Prize from Northwestern 
University which is given to contemporary classical composers 
of exceptional achievement who have significantly influenced 
the field of composition. She enjoys hundreds of performances 
of her works each year; blue cathedral is one of her most popular 
orchestral works with more than 600 performances worldwide. 
Dr. Higdon holds the Rock Chair in Composition at The Curtis 
Institute of Music in Philadelphia. She introduces this piece: “A 
Quiet Moment is about the people we meet in our lifetimes and 
how our souls are affected by them and how we affect others. 
It’s a song to ourselves, to you, and to everyone we know. It’s a 
song about living and letting go and being and saying goodbye.” 
Commissioned and premiered in 1999 by Potomac Fever in 
Washington, DC, this version is for women’s voices only.

In this world we live
Clocking time goes by
We sing our soul a song
In peace, a lullaby,
Dancing through days with
Love through our hearts
For those who’ve slipped a-way,
The sky in sunset marks,
In a moment’s song,
A quiet lullaby,
No words can tell us 
How to say goodbye
So we give this song to you
Blessing let it be
Quiet moment’s thought of 
Peace and harmony.

Text by Jennifer Higdon

Steven Sametz Not an End of Loving

Steven Sametz is Director of Choral Activities at Lehigh 
University and conductor of The Princeton Singers. He holds 
degrees from Yale University, the University of Wisconsin and 
the Hochschule für Musik und darstellende Kunst in Frankfurt. 
He is active as guest conductor, composer and editor and has 
written many commissioned works. This piece was composed 
for Chanticleer to sing as part of the 25th anniversary celebration 
of the Lehigh University Choral Union. 

Come make an end of singing,
come make an end of grief,
but not an end of loving,
no ne’er an end of love.

I made this song, beloved
with bitter weeping eye,
and yet I know that by God’s grace
we two shall see each other’s face,
and stand together hearts as one,
those constant hearts shall rest as one.

Alcuin of York (c. 730-804), 
adapted from the translation by Helen Waddell

 

George Gershwin Love is Here to Stay

According to Wikipedia, Love is Here to Stay was the last musical 
composition George Gershwin completed before his death on 
July 11, 1937 at the age of 39. Ira Gershwin wrote the lyrics after 
George’s death as a tribute to his brother. Although George 
had not written a verse for the song, he did have an idea for 
it that both Ira and pianist Oscar Levant had heard before his 
death. When a verse was needed, Ira and Levant recalled what 
George had in mind. Composer Vernon Duke reconstructed 
the music for the verse at the beginning of the song. This choral 
arrangement is by Darmon Meader.

The more I read the papers, the less I comprehend
The world and all its capers and how it all will end.
Nothing seems to be lasting, but that isn’t our affair.
We’ve got something permanent, I mean in the way we care.

It’s very clear, our love is here to stay.
Not for a year, but ever and a day.
The radio and the telephone and the movies that we know
May just be passing fancies and in time may go.

But, oh my dear, our love is here to stay.
Together we’re going a long, long way.
In time the Rockies may crumble, Gibraltar may tumble,
They’re only made of clay, but our love is here to stay.

Words by Ira Gershwin
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NEW RELEASE ! 
h The Love that Moves the Universe * R. Murray Schafer, Vol. 4: Three outstanding major 

works recorded in 2018 for the composer’s 85th birthday: the title piece for choir and orchestra, 
plus The Star Princess and the Waterlilies and Narcissus and Echo.

The Healing Series
h Music for Healing Box Set All of the Vancouver Chamber Choir’s remarkable healing CDs in 

one collection, including the original 2-disc “Family Set” of volume II. 
h Finding the Still Point music for healing * A healing ambience of calm, warmth and 

consolation projected through 15 beloved choral favourites with interconnecting Gregorian chants.
h Unexpected Gifts music for healing II * Familiar folk music in choral arrangements with 

several meditations for harp based on the same themes.
h A Quiet Place music for healing III * An outstanding collection of choral treasures 

chosen to help find peace, quiet and healing in today’s hectic world.

The Masters Series
h BaroqueFest Festive music of Bach, Purcell, Handel and Monteverdi from a gala Expo 86 

concert, with Jon Washburn and Michael Corboz conducting their professional choirs from 
Canada and Switzerland. 

h Bach - The Six Motets * Jesu, meine Freude; Komm Jesu, komm; Singet dem Herrn; Der Geist 
hilft unser Schwachheit auf, Lobet den Herrn, alle Heiden and Fürchte dich nicht.

h Missa Brevis Four contrasting short masses by Haydn Missa Brevis Sancti Joannis de Deo, 
Fauré Messe basse, von Weber Jubelmesse and Christoph Bernhard Missa Durch Adams Fall. 

h Music to Hear Renaissance, Classical and Modern vocal chamber music by Mozart, Beethoven, 
Schubert, Shearing, Beckwith, Janequin, Crequillon and de Sermisy. 

h Simple Gifts Canadian, American and Scottish folksongs in a variety of attractive modern 
settings by Imant Raminsh, Mack Wilberg, Louis Applebaum, Aaron Copland and 
Ian McDougall. 

RECORDINGS FOR SALE IN THE LOBBY

Be our guest !

Long-time subscriber 
or new attendee to a 

Vancouver Chamber Choir 
concert?

Leave us a note in our guest book. 
We would love to hear from you!

The Canadian Composer Series
h A Garden of Bells * R. Murray Schafer, Vol. 1: Early choral works including Miniwanka, 

Epitaph for Moonlight, Snowforms, Gamelan, Sun, Fire, Felix’s Girls and A Garden of Bells.
h Once on a Windy Night * R. Murray Schafer, Vol. 2: Four major mid-career choral works 

including A Medieval Bestiary, Seventeen Haiku, Vox Naturae and the tempestuous Once on a 
Windy Night.

h Imagining Incense* R. Murray Schafer, Vol. 3: Recent choral works including Magic Songs, 
Three Hymns, Rain Chant, Alleluia, Beautiful Spanish Song, Imagining Incense and other works.

h Songs of the Lights Imant Raminsh, Vol. 1 Magnificat, Ave verum corpus, Ave Maria, The 
Great Sea and more. 

h Earth Chants Imant Raminsh, Vol. 2 Missa Brevis in C Minor, Earth Chants & smaller works.
h Due West Stephen Chatman, Vol. 2 With oboist Roger Cole and pianist Linda Lee Thomas. 
h Due East Stephen Chatman, Vol. 3 The Canadian composer’s latest pieces since 2000.
h Rise! Shine! * Music of Jon Washburn Including The Star, A Stephen Foster Medley, Chinese 

Melodies, Rossetti Songs, God’s Lamb, Noel Sing We!, Behold I build an house and Rise! Shine! 
h Love Songs for a Small Planet Alexina Louie Love Songs for a Small Planet, Srul Irving Glick 

Canticle of Peace, R. Murray Schafer Magic Songs and Imant Raminsh In the night we shall go in.

The Christmas Recordings
h A Dylan Thomas Christmas * The Vancouver Chamber Choir’s signature performance 

of A Child’s Christmas in Wales, read by Welsh actor Russell Roberts with special carol settings by 
Jon Washburn. 

h A World Christmas Carols and seasonal songs of many lands from guitarist and arranger 
Ed Henderson, the Worldfest Ensemble and the Vancouver Chamber Choir with Jon Washburn 
conducting.

h The Miracle of Christmas Christmas music with a colourful Central and South American 
flavour played by the ensemble Ancient Cultures with several tracks featuring the Vancouver 
Chamber Choir.
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Join our list of valued partners, donors and supporters.
Visit our website www.vancouverchamberchoir.com, click on the “Support” tab and then “Individual 
Giving”. This will take you to a secure link where you can indicate not only the amount you wish to give, 
but also select what you would like your donation to support. Thank you – we couldn’t do this without you!
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NEW RELEASE!
 

The Love that Moves the Universe
R. Murray Schafer, Vol. 4

The title piece for choir and orchestra is a magnificent setting of selected cantos from Dante’s Paradiso in 
which the poet tries to look into the face of God. Featured is The Star Princess and the Waterlilies, a delightful 
creation allegory for alto solo, narrator, women’s chorus and percussion. Also Narcissus and Echo, based 
on the story as told by the Latin poet Ovid, set for a cappella chorus with baritone and soprano soloists.

This latest addition to the Vancouver Chamber Choir’s outstanding series 
of Schafer choral works was recorded in 2018 as a special celebration of the 
composer’s 85th birthday, funded through the Canada Council for the Arts’ 
New Chapter program.

Artists include
The Vancouver Chamber Choir and Vancouver Chamber Orchestra, Steven Bélanger (baritone), Fabiana 
Katz (alto), Christina Cichos (soprano), George Roberts (narrator), Brian Nesselroad and Jonathan Bernard 
(percussion) and the Vancouver Chamber Choir’s long-time conductor and artistic director, Jon Washburn.

Available at the CD table in the lobby, 
on iTunes, at www.vancouverchamberchoir.com or by calling 604-738-6822.

r. murray schafer

 


